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Minutes May 10, 2017

The fifty-eighth annual meeting of the Mohawk Valley Library System was held at the Hales Creek Country
Club in Johnstown.

Eric Trahan, Executive Director, welcomed all and introduced Jennifer Donovan, representing Senator James
Tedisco.

Eric welcomed special guests Sarah Beekman and Marion Grimes, members of the Outreach Advisory
Council.

Eric introduced the members of the Mohawk Valley Library System Board, MVLS staff and the Joint
Automation Project staff.

Michael Burnett acknowledged member library directors from each library.

Eric provided information on upcoming events:
e The creation of a new staff position to assist libraries with advocacy. Wade Abbott is the Community
Engagement and Communications Specialist
¢ Upcoming workshops
o Providing Access to Regional Collections June 1, 2017
o Foundation Annual Meeting June 14, 2017
e Johnstown Trustee Training May 16, 2017
e Foundation Golf Tournaments on June 9, 2017 in Schenectady and July 31, 2017 in Canajoharie

Business Meeting:
MVLS Board President Barbara Madonna called the annual meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.

She stated that 12 libraries were in attendance and recognized their trustees. Barbara thanked all the member
library trustees for their service and incredible accomplishments. She thanked state Senators and
Assemblymen for their outspoken advocacy to increase state aid for libraries. Barbara noted state library aid
was kept at the 2016 level and construction aid was increased by $5 million for 2017.

Barbara noted copies of the 2016 MVLS Annual Report were on tables. The report highlights the activities of
the past year, including statistics from each of the member libraries and the MVLS Treasurer's Report. An
online version is posted on the MVLS website.

Barbara called for the report of the Nominating Committee:
Patty Franco, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the nominations for the following seats on the
MVLS Board:

Jane Borrelli, representing Fulton County

Bonnie Kerr, representing Montgomery County

Barbara asked for nominations from the floor. Hearing none, she stated the minutes will reflect a single ballot
for the slate.

Lois Gordon was awarded for her 20 years of service as the Outreach Coordinator for MVLS.
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Barbara recognized Bonnie Kerr, Chair of the Awards Committee, to introduce the annual MVLS Awards.
Bonnie thanked the Committee for their work on this year’s awards and thanked those who submitted
nominations.

Bonnie Kerr presented the 2017 Library Recognition Award to the Fort Hunter Free Library for their Children’s
Programs. Beverly Osborne, President of the Board, described the renewed growth of the children’s programs
and accepted the award on behalf of the library. The library was awarded $500, a framed certificate and
citations from Jennifer Donovan, representative for Senator George Amedore, and Assemblyman Peter Lopez.

Bonnie Kerr stated the history for the 2017 Harold and Junice Wusterbarth Volunteer Service Award.

Bonnie introduced Karen Bradley, Director of the Schenectady County Public Library who highlighted the
many amazing accomplishments Cheryl Cufari has had for the Schenectady County Public Library and its
branches, the Mohawk Valley Library System and The Foundation for Mohawk Valley Libraries. Cheryl was
presented with a framed certificate in honor of the 2017 Harold and Junice Wusterbarth Volunteer Service
Award. The Schenectady County Public Library received $200 in her honor. Citations from Jennifer Donovan,
representative for Senator George Amedore, and Assemblyman Peter Lopez were presented.

Barbara congratulated the 2017 award winners on behalf of the MVLS Board of Trustees.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

The evening ended with the twelfth annual Library Trivia contest hosted by Michael Burnett and assisted by
Sue Rokos and Sharon O’Brien. Winners received coupons for books by answering book trivia questions.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Insero, Recorder



