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Missions Accomplished,
Failures to Launch



https://arstechnica.com/science/2012/10/apollo-flight-controller-101-every-console-explained/
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New Frontiers: 
Drag Queen Story Hour



DQSH @ APL



● Why did we hold a DQSH

● Did we contact the official DQST group

● Where did we find our DQ

● Did we train the DQ 

Questions Folks Asked

























Over the Moon:
Programs for the Youngest Child















Over the Moon:
Programs for the Youngest Child

http://www.curiouscitydpw.com/2018/

09/03/big-mooncake-activities/



Albany’s Summer Reading 
Program Research Project



Space Age Maker Projects!



Change One Thing:
Incentives in the Space Age: Make Them Green







Check the Product Details

Product Details

These rubber duckies are a total space case when you add them to birthday party favor bags at your favorite sci-fi fan's 

celebration! They're also perfect giveaways and door prizes at science fiction conventions and make fun additions to any 

rubber ducky collector's stash. Vinyl. 2" Duckies do not float upright. © OTC







This book honors

Tim Rogers

For 

Summer Reading

2019













Meteor Shower: 
Low Cost Fun Active and 
Self-Directed Program Ideas



Countdown to Launch!



Launch



Rocket Ship Run
https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=P9dELlU8RXo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9dELlU8RXo


STARBURST!



Auxiliary Power Supply: 
State & System SRP Resources



for summer 2019??

Yes! Tutorials coming . . .



for summer 2019??

Maybe. Maybe not.







https://www.cslpreads.org/2019-a-universe-of-stories-tutorials/



http://www.summerreadingnys.org/



www.performersandprograms.com



Posters: 

A Universe of 

Stories

AND 

John F. 

Kennedy



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwqlvlHdBxw&feature=youtu.be







A UNIVERSE OF IMAGES
WHEN WORDS ALONE JUST WON’T DO



A PICTURE IS WORTH…





MAKING WORDS VALUABLE



ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM

Join us on July 1st at 9:00 am as we 

learn about, build, and launch model 

rockets. We have room for 12 young 

engineers in this exciting program! 

Register today.







SHARING SUCCESSES



VIDEOS

Two Minutes

7,000,000 words



VIDEOS - IMPACTFUL

MVLS Facebook Page 

Statistics for Gloversville 

Renovation Video:

• 4,365 People Reached

• 2,172 Video Views

• 364 Reactions and Comments

• 50 Shares



WHAT WILL YOU CREATE?



HASHTAGS

SummerReading

SummerReadingProgram

UniverseOfStories

SummerLearning

SummerSlide



SOME FREE RESOURCES

• Pixabay – Images and Video

• Pexels – Images and Video

• Free Music Archive – Background Music

• Blogs like Hootsuite – Social Media 
Information

• Canva – Graphics Creation





QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION



STARBURST!



Boy Space!



Learning styles 
and boys 

Every person has 
different preferred 

learning styles!

● Boys tend to show strength in spatial-
mechanical tasks

● Boys are energized and motivated by 
movement

● Spatial-visual tools (pictures/graphics)
● Authentic purpose and meaningful, real-

life connections



Strategies for 
presenting 

1. Movement

2. Competition

3. Eyesight

4. Relational learning

5. Differentiate

6. Single Gender Grouping

7. Instructions



1. Movement

1. Competition

1. Eyesight



4.   Relational Learning 

5.   Differentiate 

6.    Single-gender groupings for 
projects can be beneficial



7.  Instructions



More on 
Differentiation!

What is it?
1. Plan programs with different learning styles in 

mind.
2. Continually assess

Positives:
1. When students are given more choice they take on 

more responsibility for their own learning.
2. Kids will be more engaged in learning if it is at their 

level.
3. The more engaged a group is the less likely you will 

encounter discipline problems.

Drawbacks:
1. Differentiated instruction requires more work 

during planning.

For more on Differentiation read on Carol Ann Tomlinson



What to do if your 
boys dominate a 

program!

● Discuss with the entire group 
expected behavior

● Do this at the start of every 
program

● Take control and ask to hear from 
other children specifically

● Break children into Groups for 
program

● Mindful grouping (especially if you 
know the kids) 



Program Ideas

1. Competition
2. Real World Application
3. Problem Solving 

I try to keep these three things in mind!



Make DO Rocket Build
Competition

Real World Application 
Problem Solving 

Make DO Rocket Build

1. Day 1: One upcoming program is a two 

week series where my group will be 

using Make Do to build a Rocket to 

display in the library

i. Day one will include discussion 

of the design process

ii. Drawing Designs

iii. Coming to a consensus about 

design

iv. Cutting Cardboard

2. Day 2: Constructing the Rocket and 

decorating



Circuit Cards Science and crafts

● Pairing science and 
crafts will get more buy 
in from boys

● Having examples that 
will draw them in is 
helpful



Builder’s Challenge
Competition

Build with:

Legos

Magnatiles

Strawbees

Q BA Maze 



Engineering Building 
Challenges Build a house of cards - Note cards and 

stickers

Egg drop - Paper cups, tape, straws

Build a catapult with tongue 

depressors - tongue depressors, tape, 

rubber bands

Build a pulley - Plastic cups, string, 

tape, rubberbands, cardboard

Define the 

problem



Could you survive A 
Desert Island?

Program: Have list of objects and 
ask kids to rank importance. Break 
into groups and have them rank 
again. 
Extend the Program: Have them 
build a shelter with limited 
supplies in groups
Add competition: The studiest 
structure and highest scoring list 
SURVIVE the desert island 
challenge



Coding Unplugged Differentiated:

1. Codeapillar 

2. Code and Go Robot Mouse

3. Cipher



Galaxy Slime Kids love slime… 

There are tons of recipes!

1. Have individual containers ready 

to go

2. A tarp for the floor (or do it 

outside)

3. Give them choice of colors and 

add ins



FOOD!

(Who doesn’t get excited about 
food?)

● Edible Engineering - Do 

your classic STEM building 

challenge with toothpicks 

and food like 

marshmallows or apple 

chunks

● Food Science - MUG Cakes



Helpful Websites

● STEM Program Ideas
● Slime Recipe
● Differentiation 

Work Cited
1. Gurian, M. & Stevens, K. (2005). The Minds of 

Boys: Saving Our Sons from Falling Behind in 

School and Life. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

2. Gurian, M. (2006). The Wonder of Boys. New 

York: Tarcher-Putnam.

3. James, Abigail Norfleet (2007). Teaching the 

Male Brain: How Boys Think, Feel, and Learn in 

School.

4. Tomlinson, Carol Ann. How To Differentiate 

Instruction In Academically Diverse Classrooms, 

3rd Edition. 3rd ed., ASCD, 2017.

https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/subject/engineering-and-technology?gclid=Cj0KCQiAheXiBRD-ARIsAODSpWN8KYdZsaaNgjFRPpRfywArU9zJfGpH6twNRAQXIgINY52noK8GQ4kaAu4qEALw_wcB&page=2
https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/galaxy-slime/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/what-differentiated-instruction/


STARBURST!











Two Truths and a UFO Story



You should begin making connections with your 
schools in March.



You should begin making connections with your 
schools in March.

It’s helpful to enlist your director’s help to get into 
a school.



You should begin making connections with your 
schools in March.

It’s helpful to enlist your director’s help to get into 
a school.

In pitching the school visit, include a “what’s in it 
for me” element.



The school librarian is the most important person 
to connect with. 



The school librarian is the most important person 
to connect with. 

Visiting classes in person is the most effective way 
to connect with students.



The school librarian is the most important person 
to connect with. 

Visiting classes in person is the most effective way 
to connect with students.

Booktalking this year’s Read It Forward book to 
teen classes will net more participants in RIF.



Using a hand stamp with younger children is an aid in 
helping them remember to tell their parents about 
SRP.



Using a hand stamp with younger children is an aid in 
helping them remember to tell their parents about 
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Flyers for schools should have as much information on 
them as possible.



Using a hand stamp with younger children is an aid in 
helping them remember to tell their parents about 
SRP.

Flyers for schools should have as much information on 
them as possible.

Sending a thank you note to the school librarian and
the principal can make it easier to be allowed back.



Starting a visit with an energetic song or rhyme can 
capture a younger audience’s attention and get them 
“on your side.”



Starting a visit with an energetic song or rhyme can 
capture a younger audience’s attention and get them 
“on your side.”

Involving students or a “game” principal or teacher in 
a fun or silly role in a skit amps up audience 
engagement.



Starting a visit with an energetic song or rhyme can 
capture a younger audience’s attention and get them 
“on your side.”

Involving students or a “game” principal or teacher in 
a fun or silly role in a skit amps up audience 
engagement.

Being dramatic or silly leads to the most successful 
school visits.



The time to talk about adding extra staff hours for 
school visits is in January to allow plenty of time for 
arrangements.



The time to talk about adding extra staff hours for 
school visits is in January to allow plenty of time for 
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If you can’t visit schools/classes for all ages, early 
elementary is the highest priority.



The time to talk about adding extra staff hours for 
school visits is in January to allow plenty of time for 
arrangements.

If you can’t visit schools/classes for all ages, early 
elementary is the highest priority.

Visiting schools is both energizing and de-
energizing. 



The target audience for school visits is ultimately 
the parents.



The target audience for school visits is ultimately 
the parents.

School visits are one of the highest predictors of 
SRP registration.



The target audience for school visits is ultimately 
the parents.

School visits are one of the highest predictors of 
SRP registration.

Libraries serving the same school district expand 
their influence when they collaborate.



Substitute Rocket Fuel:
Using Teens to Power Your SRP!



Star Power!


